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The Role of Activated Stromal Cells in the Development of Pancreatic Ductal
Adenocarcinoma and Therapeutic Approaches to Stroma Remodeling
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Progress in the treatment of pancreatic cancer remains very small and according to forecasts, PDAC (pancreatic
ductal adenocarcinoma) will become the second leading cause of cancer death in Western countries over the next
decade. Traditional cytotoxic chemotherapy is the modern standard of treatment for metastatic PDAC. The results
of studies of the epithelial and stromal components showed that the dense fibrous stroma of the tumor plays an active
role in the development of PDAC. There is accumulating evidence that the activated stroma contributes to the pro-
gression of the tumor. In a short review, we will describe the current understanding of the role of activated tumor
stroma cells in the development of PDAC and the current state of research aimed at creating new therapeutic strat-
egies for stromal ablation and stroma remodeling.
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