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Spleen Macrophages: Features of Population Composition and Function
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The heterogeneous population of spleen macrophages perform many important functions. However, most of the re-
search in this field has been done on experimental models and much remains have been understood not fully. The
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review summarizes data about characteristics of human and animal macrophages in various functional areas of the
spleen. The role of spleen macrophages in the utilization of senescent erythrocytes, iron metabolism, immunogen-
esis, immunosuppression and elimination of apoptotic cells, phagocytosis of hematogenically spreading pathogens
and the role of tuftsin in this process, the role of the spleen as a reservoir of monocytes involved in inflammation and
regeneration are discussed. An attempt was made to find data on the possible role of spleen macrophages in the phe-
nomenon of the rarity spleen metastases during cancer progression.
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